The impact of obesity on prosthodontic treatment.
Obesity has become a worldwide epidemic and an increasing public health concern that has a negative impact on both overall systemic and oral health. At the same time, the need for prosthodontic treatment has increased and has been projected to be more in demand in the future. It has also been predicted that the need to provide prosthodontic treatment to an increasing number of obese patients may become routine. However, delivering prosthodontic treatment to obese patients may be a challenge due to their anatomy, physiology, and physical characteristics. It is important to recognize the potential comorbidities and assist patients in seeking necessary help. It may be necessary to modify hardware, equipment, techniques, treatment positions, and/or prosthodontic protocols to ensure that these patients receive the proper care and avoid unforeseen complications. An obese patient with a compromised medical history and complex dental status may be managed best by a multidisciplinary team approach.